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January 2015 

Newsletter 
Calendar of Events: 
(Regular meetings start at 7 P.M. unless 

otherwise stated.) 

Jan. 8th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

Potting junipers for club fundraising. 

Jan. 22nd- 4th Thursday meeting. Potting 

junipers for club fundraising 

Feb. 12th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

Mar. 12th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

April 9th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

May 14th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

June 11th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

July 9th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

Aug. 13th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

Sept. 10th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

Oct. 8th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

Nov. 12th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

Dec. 10th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting.  

Christmas Party. 

    

With the New Year it’s time to 

renew our memberships! There’s a 

membership form at the back of the 

newsletter. Thanks for your 

support of our club! 

 

 

 

Happy New Year! 
 

From our President, Bill Weber- 
 

Happy New Year 

 

I hope everyone had a great holiday 

season. 

Our 2015 year is coming together 

nicely and should be of interest to all. As a 

reminder, it is time for dues again which 

helps us with planning for the year. 

Please try to get them in as soon as you are 

able. 

Now that we are past the 1st freeze, 

repotting time is here.  In years past I started 

repotting the beginning of January.  Because 

of last year’s deep freezes, I am waiting until 

February to be on the safer side.  I lost a 

couple of elms last year where the 12 degree 

freeze may have been a contributing 

factor.  Of course you are the best judge of 

your environment so choose wisely. 

Finally, I am looking forward to 

working with the new board this year.  Again, 

thank you for volunteering.   

 

See you at the next meeting, 

Bill Weber 

(972)679-2936 
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From our Program Chairman 

Steven Hendricks- 

January’s Program:  
  

At this meeting, you can 

practice your bonsai skills on several 

club junipers at no risk. The main part 

of the program is to style club junipers 

and repot them into bonsai pots.  Two 

meetings will be needed to complete 

the task; therefore, we have reserved 

the same meeting room for Thursday, 

January 22, as well.   

The club will provide the 

junipers, pots, bonsai soil, some wire, 

and a watering station.  You need to 

bring your tools and some wire.  We 

will need a few volunteers to care-take 

the junipers until Springfest in April as 

well.      

          This is an integral part of our 

fund raising each year so please come 

and help out. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Pictures from December’s 

Christmas party. 

 
 

 
Presents ready to share. 

 

 

 

 
A potluck dinner was enjoyed by all. Thanks 

to Steven for delivering the brisket! 

 

 

 

 
Opening presents. 
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JANUARY BONSAI 

By John Miller 
        

You should be looking at 

bonsaitonight.com.  Starting 

in Nov Jonas has been doing 

articles on pest control with 

some great pictures.  Be sure 

to click on the major 

references he gives.  The 

latest (Dec 16) is on the 

spider mite and his cousins.  

The next 5 weeks should be good 

for dormant oil and lime 

sulphur dormant sprays, 

especially so if you had any 

problem last year.  Kill the 

over-wintering eggs, pupae, or 

adults.  Be sure what you use 

is labeled for your species of 

tree and to follow label 

instructions carefully. 

It would be nice to be 

able to put your trees into 2 

or 3 groups--outdoor trees, 

indoor trees, flowering trees.  

But nature has not done 

anything so simple.  Some 

outdoor trees survive a lot of 

cold and others want to go 

dormant but can’t have their 

roots frozen at all.  Your job 

is to learn their foibles and 

work around them. 

In general, you start by 

knowing that deciduous trees 

will go dormant and stay that 

way until something awakens 

them.  Some are temperature 

sensitive, they go dormant 

when the temp drops in the fall 

and awaken when they get warm.  

These should be kept in a shady 

area to keep them cool.  Others 

are sensitive in the change in 

day length: they go dormant 

when daylight gets short and 

will break buds when they sense 

the days getting longer.  These 

are not so hard to care for. 

Evergreens do not go 

fully dormant.  They slow their 

processes but still use 

sunlight and some nutrients.  

However they still need their 

roots protected to prevent 

alternate freezing and 

thawing. 

All outdoor trees, both 

deciduous and evergreen, need 

to have their soil moisture 

maintained and their roots 

protected from deep freezes.  

Since their sap flow is 

diminished, they cannot 

replace moisture lost to winds 

so they should be protected 

from a lot of wind.  The plants 

can be protected by using 

ground heat to minimize the low 

and high temps.  Set the pots 

on the ground and cover with 

mulch.  

For those with tropicals 

care at this time depends on 

your facilities for giving 

them heat and light, the two 

things usually in short supply 

in January.  I merely try to 

keep mine alive with the 

greenhouse at 50 degrees.  Be 

sure to monitor them for aphids 

and other problems.  They do 

not get enough light to 

actively grow anyway.  When the 

mame size shohin elms have had 

a month of dormancy I bring 

them into the greenhouse 

before the temps get to the 

lower twenties.  They respond 

by starting growth so I have 

them for ’soul food’ through 

January. 

Styling can be done at 

this time but no repotting 

unless you are going to keep 

the tree from freezing after 

that.  Repotting initiates new 

root development which is 

usually not very hardy. 
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A better approach would 

be to study one or two 

thoroughly each day making 

notes on what needs to be done.  

January is an excellent time to 

start any remodeling projects 

that may be necessary.  While 

the trees are dormant you have 

better view of the branch 

structure.  Do any need to be 

moved or removed?  Do any 

coarse branches need to be cut 

back to a smaller side branch 

for refinement?  Do any long 

straight branches need wiring 

to give them motion?  Does the 

tree really need a drastic 

redesign?  You can also trim 

the twigs back while you have 

them there.  You an also decide 

if that tree will need to be 

repotted this spring, is the 

present pot good or should you 

find a more appropriate pot for 

it. 

Indoor trees will be 

using more water to offset the 

lower humidity.  Soil will also 

be losing water faster through 

its surface.  Be sure to watch 

the indoor trees for insect 

problems.  Most plant insects 

love a controlled atmosphere 

like the indoors.  Spider mites 

seem to get the most attention 

here because they do great in 

a low humidity and the lack of 

foliage spraying.  Scale can be 

an easily overlooked source of 

trouble.  There is usually more 

severe problems with plants 

that have been kept outdoors in 

summer than brought in without 

any treatment.  Indoor trees 

need to be fertilized 

regularly and will require 

periodic trimming as they 

continue to grow through the 

winter. 

Tender or tropical trees 

that are kept indoors will be 

using more water to offset the 

lower humidity.  Soil will also 

be losing water faster through 

its surface.  Be sure to watch 

the indoor trees for insect 

problems.  Most plant insects 

love a controlled atmosphere 

like the indoors.  Spider mites 

seem to get the most attention 

here because they do great in 

a low humidity and the lack of 

foliage spraying.  Scale can be 

an easily overlooked source of 

trouble.  The flat green kind 

can be hard to spot on the 

underside of leaves or tight 

against the stem.  Indoor trees 

need to be fertilized 

regularly and will require 

periodic trimming as they 

continue to grow through the 

winter. 

Warm greenhouses are much 

the same as indoors.  However, 

most greenhouses are kept more 

humid.  The higher humidity is 

to the liking of aphids and 

fungal diseases.  It may also 

result in your keeping the soil 

too moist with associated root 

problems.  Use you standard 

insect controls that you used 

last summer.  I use my organic 

foliar spray all winter.  Again 

bonsai tonight.com will help 

you understand what to do.  

Jonas prefers the organic 

approach but covers other 

methods as well. 
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The Texas State Bonsai Exhibit  

(www.ttsbe.org) 

“The Texas State Bonsai Exhibit” 

(TTSBE) began in 2000 with a group 

of dedicated, hard-working people 

who dreamed of seeing a permanent 

living museum of Bonsai containing 

the important Heritage Trees of our 

Texas artists. It has been a long road 

with many turns and twists, but the 

dream of the Exhibit has kept TTSBE 

board members always looking 

forward. The property in Mustang 

Ridge, which was obtained to hold the 

Exhibit, has not worked out for various 

reasons, and TTSBE’s board members 

have been working relentlessly to 

develop alternate plans for some time. 

The Zilker Botanical Gardens (located 

in Austin) invited TTSBE to 

reconsider establishing a partnership 

with the Gardens to form a full-time 

Exhibit within the park grounds 

directly across from the Isamu 

Taniguchi Oriental Garden. In early 

November, TTSBE board members 

presented a concept for the site along 

with one of our Exhibit trees to the 

Zilker Horticultural Committee Board 

with widely positive results. 

With volunteers, we recently began 

tagging undesirable landscaping on the 

site, and have marked others for 

pruning. The next step for us is to map 

the desirable existing landscaping to 

develop and submit a detailed proposal 

outlining the placement of buildings, 

architectural features, and bonsai 

display areas for approval. 

TTSBE would like to thank the many 

donors, volunteers, and supporters 

who have helped us get to where we 

are today. There seems to be a new 

beginning in sight! Please consider 

TTSBE during your holiday donations, 

as the “dream” is about to become a 

reality. Your generous donation may 

be sent to: 

TTSBE  Attn: Ryan Odegaard, 

Treasurer, 25515 Stormy Rock  San 

Antonio, TX 78255 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most 

months on the 2nd Thursday at 7 PM, at the  

3220 Botanic Garden Drive, Fort Worth, 

TX. This is the building where the large 

conservatory greenhouse is located. Please 

check our website at www.fwbonsai.com 

For meeting dates and special events. To 

join or ask questions contact: 

Bill Weber, President,  972-679-2936 

 

 

Board of Directors: 
President: Bill Weber 

 webwill1@yahoo.com 

Vice President, Programs: Steven Hendricks 

 stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com  

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Secretary: Joan DeCapio 

 ronarrington@sbcglobal.net 

Member-at-Large: Bruce Harris 

bruce.harris1@verizon.net 

Other Positions: 
LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

LSBF Alternate: Bill Jacobson 

wdjacobson@gmail.com 

Webmaster: Bill Weber 

 webwill1@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather 

 eflather@sbcglobal.net  

http://www.fwbonsai.com/
mailto:webwill1@yahoo.com
mailto:stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com
mailto:mark.bynum12@att.net
mailto:ronarrington@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bruce.harris1@verizon.net
mailto:mark.bynum12@att.net
mailto:wdjacobson@gmail.com
mailto:webwill1@yahoo.com
mailto:eflather@sbcglobal.net
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Fort Worth Bonsai Society 
2015 Membership Form 

 

Please submit at a club meeting or mail to: Fort Worth Bonsai Society 

       c/o Mark Bynum, Treasurer  

                  2708 Chinquapin Oak Lane 

       Arlington, TX  76012 

 

 

Date: _____________________ 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________ State: ___________ Zip Code: ________________ 

Telephone: Hm___________________________  Cell                                                      

E-mail address: (for Newsletter & notices)     __________________________________ 

Please check your membership selection below: 

___ Individual Membership: $25.00 

___ Joint Membership:  $35.00 

___ Student Membership: $15.00 

 

 

 

 

For Treasurer’s Use Only: 

 

Name: __________________________________ Membership Year:____2015_______ 

Amount Paid: ____________________________ Date: ____________________________ 

Dues received by: ____________________________________________           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


